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Ethical Dilemmas of Criminal Cases
A functioning society and its structures, like the criminal justice system, are built on ethics. To examine the role of ethics in criminal justice more closely, it is essential first to define ethics. Ethics are the values that govern an individual, society, system, or organization's norms and actions. Ethical considerations can be difficult to understand since they include moral values and judgment. Any person and entity involved in the criminal justice system must continually act ethically to function correctly.
O.J. Simpson’s Criminal Trial
One of the cases displaying ethical dilemmas is the court trial of O.J. Simpson in 1995, who was accused of the murders of Nicole Brown Simpson and her friend Ronald Goldman. It was among the most followed criminal trial in the history of the United States at that time (Griffin, 2018). His ex-wife and Ronald Goldman were found killed shortly after midnight on Bundy Drive in upscale Brentwood on June 13, 1994. Nicole had been violently hacked, and her neck had been nearly cut from her skull, while forensics confirmed Ronald Goldman had been stabbed 30 times during a struggle. The murder, according to investigators on the scene, occurred on the June 12, and the police strongly believed, O.J. Simpson was the key suspect (Griffin, 2018). O.J. was instantly branded the main suspect. He hid in the back of a white Ford Bronco driven by his friend rather than surrender to police after being made aware of looming charges on June 17. Officers followed the car for over an hour after receiving info that he had a gun to his head (Griffin, 2018). Many of his supporters took to the streets supporting the ex-player during the attempted "escape," which was televised live nationwide. The pursuit ended at his premises in Brentwood, California, where he was arrested.
O.J. was publicly arraigned and pleaded not guilty on July 22, 1994 and the court trial commenced on the 24th. Domestic abuse that existed beforehand and after the couple’s divorce in 1992 was highlighted by the Los Angeles District Attorney's office, to justify the homicides. Part of the “Dream Team” of advocates, Johnnie Cochran became the chief attorney of the defense team (Griffin, 2018). The O.J. defense stated that evidence had been meddled with and that many officers of the Los Angeles Police Department, specifically Mark Fuhrman, the detective who supposedly found a bloody leather glove at the home, were racially biased (Griffin, 2018). According to the prosecution team, the mitt was evidently not this because it was too small to fit his hand when he put it on in trial, which presented one of the ethical dilemmas of the case. In addition, the prosecution stated that the LAPD imbedded other critical evidence to frame O.J. Simpson, yet another ethical dilemma (Griffin, 2018). The jury started reflecting on October 2, 1995, and Simpson was declared not guilty of the murders on October 3.
I chose to review this case since it presents apparent ethical issues in criminal justice cases, such as handling evidence and misconduct by L.A police team that would have immediately crossed out O.J Simpson's case; however, it took more than eight months for this to happen (Griffin, 2018). My selection of this case was also based on the ethical dilemma displayed by the media, which played a critical role in the ruling of O.J. Many cable news networks spent hours speculating about the trial and public reaction to it. The people’s view on Simpson's verdict was overpoweringly split along racial lines, with a number of blacks supporting Simpson and most whites thought he was guilty (Werner, 2015). The trial was shown live on television to millions of people. After the judgment, people opinion voting tended to divide along racial lines. The jury's decision shocked whites, however, most blacks applauded it, taking Simpson's exoneration as a victory in a judicial system that habitually victimized minorities.
Strengths and weaknesses shaping the Ethical dilemma in the case
Several main parts of the OJ Simpson case included major, reckless legal violations: one contained a Bill of Rights amendment, and others had a chain of custody. By jumping the wall to O.J.'s house, Detective Mark Fuhrman violated the 4th Amendment: Protection from Illegal Search and Seizure since he did not have a warrant (Braswell et al., 3017). Since he was one of the lead investigators, Mark Fuhrman's possible racially prejudiced remarks brought his integrity into doubt and harmed the prosecution's case. When questioned whether he forged police statements or fabricated evidence in the Simpson case, he perjured himself on the stand and then invoked the 5th Amendment (Braswell et al., 2017). The handling of evidence at the crime scene was also stated to be careless with a lot of contamination and mishandling of evidence against forensic science's ethos.
Before the Scene of Crime Officers arrived, the press rushed to the crime scene. The media could take horrifying images of Nicole and Goldman's stabbed, lifeless bodies because the crime scene was not barricaded off. This was seen as immoral and cruel to their kin, further adding to their suffering and grief (Werner, 2015). As the pressure to keep the bodies concealed grew, the bodies were covered with a blanket from Nicole Simpson's home. Both bodies were tainted, and enough and credible data was destroyed from them. The case sparked enormous media attention, with millions of people reported to have followed the car chase and millions more viewing the entire trial on television (Werner, 2015). The trial was the most widely publicized topic in 1995, with articles in newspapers and television stations covering the trial daily. The trial took place in Los Angeles when the city was divided along racial lines, demonstrations were held, and this is believed to have influenced the outcome of the case.
Ethical Principles
Any place of authority has the potential to be abused. Law enforcement officers must aspire to conduct themselves consistently with their profession's ethical principles. Law enforcement officers, for example, are required to follow all relevant legal guidelines (Braswell et al., 2017). Mark Fuhrman was an LAPD investigator who discovered the notorious bloodied glove in O.J.'s case. The defense accused him of planting the gloves to frame Simpson because he was a racist. Fuhrman was subsequently condemned and convicted of perjury after claiming that he had never used discriminatory racial terms until recordings of him using them many times were published. The handling of evidence by the LAPD was not consistent with their ethical principles, which led to the contamination of viable evidence at the crime scene. The LAPD at the time was also known to be racially biased.
Citizens' participation is encouraged and required by a democratic government. Citizens must engage in the criminal justice system for it to truly represent them. When called upon, the justice system, for example, depends on qualified residents to act as jurors, as in the case of O.J (Braswell et al., 2017). Simpson. Individuals serving on juries have an ethical responsibility to pay careful attention to the case, grasp the statute, and decide on a decision per the law's understanding. 
Every case is examined for ethical considerations to ensure that all possible victims are handled equally, no matter how heinous the crime. Ethics is especially important in the media because the press will potentially exaggerate events if specific protocols aren't in place to ensure that everything is morally correct. A high-profile case would get much more media attention than a low-profile case entirely because the public is more interested in it. Moral principles and discretion are included in ethical considerations, which can be challenging to comprehend. For the criminal justice system to correctly function, every individual and agency, such as law enforcement, civic participation, and legal representation, must behave ethically.
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